





Celebrating Progress

Last year saw the 40th anniversary of Grintzig's
successful angioplasty procedure, and the
interventional cardiology discipline took great
pleasure in celebrating both the historic and
more recent innovations that continue to expand
the frontiers of cardiology research. Events such
as EuroPCR 2017 were at the forefront of these
celebrations, and the 2018 programme built on
these advances by presenting the very latest
techniques used in the clinic today. This was not
the only celebration, as Cribier's achievements
in TAVI were also recognised as a great leap
forward in interventional cardiology.

Looking to the Future

Now known as the o cial meeting of the European

Association of Percutaneous Cardiovascular
Interventions (EAPCI) and the world-leading
course in interventional cardiovascular
medicine, EuroPCR attracts thousands of
participants every year, o ering a global forum

for sharing knowledge in the interventional
community. The latest insights from this
year's event showed yet more progression in
the eld, including advances in the e cacy

of percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI),
as well as the success of noninvasive diagnostic
techniques, which are predicted to surpass their
conventional counterparts within the next 5 years.

Last year saw the 40th anniversary of Grintzig's
successful angioplasty procedure, and the interventional
cardiology discipline took great pleasure in celebrating both
the historic and more recent innovations that continue

to expand the frontiers of cardiology research.
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More improvements are also expected for
bioresorbable  scaold technology, which

has the potential to enhance angioplasty.
However, Spencer B. King, the rst practitioner

to complete coronary angioplasty in the USA,
described the most important development in

the future of interventional cardiology to be

obviating the need for angioplasty altogether.

With a focus on improvements in the medical
treatment of atherosclerosis, this breakthrough

may be possible.

VIEW CONGRESS REVIEW &—

Anatomy of the Arteries of the Human Body
By Internet Archive Book Images

[No restrictions], via Wikimedia Commons

EUROPEAN MEDICAL JOURNAL



